Stem cell transplantation represents a highly promising treatment strategy for human diseases. However, to test these approaches often requires transplantation of human stem cells into animal models of disease. These tests have been hindered by immune rejection of the cells by the animals. As one method to prevent immune rejection, we tested a method of stimulating early tolerance of the cells in the animals that had shown some promise in rat models. In several different studies in three different strains of mice, this approach did not prevent the rapid rejection of the cells, therefore other immune suppression approaches are needed for transplantation studies.
